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Abstract:

The focus of the research revolves around the effectiveness of the interpreter, his efforts, activities, and motives
that led him to write the interpretation. This effectiveness did not come except through the events and
circumstances that the interpreter lived through. These fruitful efforts were born in the interpreter to write the

interpretation, and its development came through these events, criticism of the views of other interpreters, and
then his nomination for the strongest statement of evidence.

This study consists of three parts: the first requirement being the theoretical framework for the title of the
research; the second requirement dealing with the reasons that prompted the interpreter to write this
interpretation; and the third requirement dealing with exemplary applications in criticism; then the conclusion.

Keywords: interpreter effectiveness, selection, criticism, and preference .
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A Feminist Analysis of Hegemonic Masculinity of The Twentieth Century in

The Pearl That Broke Its Shell and A House without Windows By Nadia Hashimi
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Abstract:

It is axiomatically known that the history of Afghanistan is the most complicated in the world. Challenges have
been appeared in political, social, and religious systems. Women resistance and marginalization during Taliban
authority is the most traumatic age on the side of Afghan women. Nadia Hashimi, an Afghan American writer,
has explored the suffering of women under the authority of men in most of her works. The paper deals with
two novels by Hashimi: The Pearl that Broke Its Shell and A House without Windows. The selected novels are
analyzed through extrinsic approach focusing on hegemonic masculinity which is not found in a previous
research. The paper aims at investigating the features of resistance limited to two main traits; marginalization
and subordination, and silence and violence against Afghan women in the selected novels in the light of
postcolonial feminism, exploring the relationship between hegemonic masculinity and the idea of patriarchy,
and analyzing the strategies of resistance and recovery in the selected novels. The focus of the paper is how
oppressed women in the third world countries adapt with patriarchal surrounding. Ultimately, The study has
found out that subordination and violence cause harm to both men and women and the society at large because
all is put in and inferior position.

Key Words: Feminism, Hegemonic Masculinity, Marginalization, Patriarchal, Oppressed, Resistance.
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1- Introduction

Recently, as a southern Asian state, the country of Afghanistan has undergone multi
changes of leaderships and ideologies. On one hand, the struggle between the British and
Russian empires for power, which is known as The Great Game. On the other hand, the
appearance of Mujahedeen and Taliban. Therefore, the victimized part of those two atrocities
is women. Feminism has been the most significant reaction against oppression and

resistance.

Feminism has been culminated in a number of social and cultural texts as a global
theory and necessary outcome of the instituted patriarchal systems. It becomes necessary to
employ the term 'third world countries or states’, not in the derogatory projections but in the
conceptualization of most less developed countries economically, socially, and other

considerations such as being postcolonial states.

Masculinity, according to Brooks, is “the set of social practices and cultural
representations associated with being a man” (Brooks 1). In other words, the term masculinity
can be seen in its wide sense as a set of norms and practices of behavior linked to manhood
and stimulates man to act in society. These norms are identified by culture. Thus, the term
is rather cultural than any other aspects of life. ‘Hegemonic masculinity’ is a term that has
been a point of discussion among critics. There has been much debate in defining it. According
to Terry Kupers, the term means a “set of socially regressive male traits that serve to foster
domination, the subordination of women, homophobia, and wanton violence” (Terry 714). In
this way we can say that hegemonic masculinity refers to the behaviors that are harmful,
strict, and destructive. Also, the definition can be interpreted as something most likely to
happen in any culture which follows a patriarchy discipline. The term is further use to
describes the institutionalized discipline of male hegemony. The masculine system is featured
by hierarchy and practice in which men dominate, oppress, and exploit women. The notions
of masculinity and hegemonic masculinity has been referred to by writers in their works to

display the lives of oppressed women under the full control by men.

Nadia Hashimi is one of those who glorified the status of women in Afghanistan as a
reaction to reality. Hashimi is an Afghan woman novelist immigrated to America and
composed her famous novels such as The Pearl that Broke Its Shell and A House without
Windows, novels that got success and fame in one time. Both deals with stories about two
oppressed women who endure struggle in life to overcome oppression in the male dominated
society. In the first novel, Rahima and her grandma, Shekiba, live in Afghanistan and endure

all types of oppression throughout a century, they are real victims to society.

In the second novel, A House without Windows which is about imprisoned Afghan
women who prefers Chil Mahtab, a prison, rather than their houses. They feel with freedom
in prison and can express themselves more than living with their husbands and fathers. The
following background is provided dealing with fundamental ideas of the research, including

women issues from the perspective of the postcolonial feminism.



Methodology

The research focuses mainly on the model of postcolonial feminism promoted by
Chandra Mohanty. In Mohanty’s famous publication titled 'Under Western Eyes: Feminist
Scholarship and Colonial Discourses'. Mohanty (339) argued that the discussion of feminism,
mainly from the perspective of Post-Colonial feminism, should embrace a “Historical
heterogeneities in women’s lives in the Third world, creating a composite Third World woman's
identity” (Mohanty 217). Mohanty (349) further put up the following argument that situates
the direction of the study. The following excerpt is culled from Mohanty's 'Under Western Eyes:

Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses' .

The first principle I focus on concerns the strategic location or situation of the category
"women'" vis-a-vis the analysis context. The assumption of women as an already constituted,
coherent group with identical interests and desires, regardless of class, ethnic or racial
location, or contradictions, implies a notion of gender or sexual difference or even patriarchy
(as male dominance-men as a correspondingly coherent group) which can be applied
universally and cross-culturally. The context of analysis can be anything from kinship
structures and labour organization to media representations. The second principle consists
in the uncritical use of particular methodologies in providing "proof" of universality and cross-

cultural validity (Mohanty 349).

The implication of this model, mainly to this study, is the need to understudy the nature
of oppression of women and resistance. It is an attempt to avoid pursuing an analysis that
seemingly promotes a homogeneous system of violence against women, whereas there are
peculiarities. The approach takes the feministic study away from the dominating western
literature. According to Mohanty (341), the approach of the west to feminism pursues a
Homogeneous conception of the subjugation and marginalization of women which provides
the picture of "average third-world woman,". Some other researchers in postcolonial feminism
have considered the projection of third world women from the perspective of 'helplessness' as
another form of violence against women' (Freedman, 110; Tolan, 98). However, Mohanty (345)
had argued that the notion of the " Most women in the Third World have "basically cut-off
lives because of their gender (sexually confined) and because they are "third world" (dumb,

impoverished, illiterate) and "traditionally linked" to their homes and their families.

As such, Mohanty's method promotes the need to understudy the violence against
women directly from the location of the women, making such a feminist approach a more
heterogeneous and subjective process rather than what has been dominantly promoted by
western literature. The model of postcolonial feminism promoted by Mohanty is adopted in
this study as it provides methodological tools for the analysis of resistance against the male-

dominated community.

From the dimension through which the progenitor of the theory developed it, many
researchers have adopted it and also modified it to encompass various aspects of
marginalization, subordination, silence and violence, and social ills perpetrated against

women. The stratification of the society on the premise of gender and economic power has
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resulted in arrays of trauma experiences, mainly among women. These practices are far

beyond the literature on patriarchal systems and procedures (May 15).

As postulated by Davis et al. (20), all factors such as class, gender, race and cultural
dominance operate in groups instead of separation. The researchers that have adopted the
principles and methods of the Intersectionality in the analysis of trauma and marginalization
seem to have abandoned the old approach of exploring oppression, which regarded the many
identity categories as distinct entities but found them overlapping. Many discussions on this
idea have given rise to many intersectionality models such as the additive, multiplicative and
interrelated models' (Crenshaw, 1242). Therefore, there is the need to rethink of what has
dominated Western literature. This approach is a dimension that attempts to reconceptualize
marginalization through a shift from the conventional paradigm in the study of oppressed

women.
Background

Afghanistan, as one of the colonized countries, has witnessed many kinds of oppression
and resistance on the side of women. For instance, rights lost, hidden voices, dehumanization,

marginalization, and others are features characterize the life of women for ages.

It is regarded that women need to embrace traditional ways of protection, both in terms
of their image as human beings and their socio-economic-political affiliation, and patriarchal
practices exist in cultures. As Tolan (109) stated, the continuous violence and unchecked
oppression of women usually occur under the guise of culture and tradition in society. It has
caused the advocates to insist on conserving their religious or cultural legacy, even when such

practices have lowered the value and perceptual projection of the position of women.

Patriarchal societies notably are found in the third world or postcolonial nations. Men
rule the roost, and women are culturally obligated to obey and submit. Those women are
nothing more than a reflection of what society has told them for as long as patriarchy exists.
Culture makes woman suffer and repress. Social and cultural practices significantly influence
a woman's life (Ansari 67). It is incredible how depleting and inhuman treatments and socially
approved violence against women, mainly in the postcolonial countries, are quickly passed as

the need to preserve the societal culture.

There is no doubt that different cultural customs and traditional practices are evident
across regions and nations of the world. In western countries, the projection and situation of
women are considerably better than what is apparent in postcolonial or Third-World
countries. Due to the persistent patriarchal culture, nations like Afghanistan and India seem
to be among the most challenging environment for women to live. Researchers have
investigated the horrible and unrestrained violence against women in Afghanistan. For
example, specific literary works have also portrayed the oppressed Afghanistan women
experience. The accounts of persecuted women are abundant in Afghanistan. "Male
dominance and ignorance, starved widows and forced teenage girls to marry, and high
maternal mortality rates have turned the female population of Afghanistan into the

stereotyped victims of male dominance as well as a lack of education for the burning of girls'
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schools and a restricted ability to move about." (40). Murray further claims that the primary

victims of all struggles in the country are Afghan women.

Despite the wide application of the feminist theory in the analysis of marginalization
and resistance, and other effects of hostile actions against women, many researchers have
argued that it is difficult to pinpoint the historical processes that culminated in the
development of the feminist theory. The historical roots of feminism, in the words of Nandi
(25), 'are much harder to pin down as a result of the evidence of studies that have unveiled
core issues in feminism, patriarchal analysis and discrimination based on race and gender.
It is to describe the intricacies of the oppression and trauma experienced by black feminists

and other women of color. ' (Nandil8).

In the most straightforward interpretation of feminism, it remains a shift in the
convention, which needs an investigation into 'how many systems of oppression, including
gender, race, class, sexuality, culture, history, public policy, and so on, impact a person
concurrently and at any specific instant in time.' (Grabham16). In addition, the strategy
mainly focuses on marginalization within the hierarchies of social institutions 'to highlight
the real capacities that a person has for choice and agency vs the access that privileged

individuals are granted' (Dill and Zambrana 2011).

Considering these inhuman acts against women, and resulting marginalization, this
research highlights the silence concept intersecting with violence, subordination, and
marginalization. These interlocking concepts are primarily built on the trauma of women, and
the emanating concerns about their identity will show how the experiences of Afghan women
are interwoven inside this matrix where they are exploited and degraded emotionally. The
adventures of various documented cultures will be analyzed in this research to account for

how silence is interwoven with different types of oppression.

There is another aspect of the study that is significant. This is the analysis of the tool
of resistance. It is an important observation that women in countries like Afghanistan have
developed varying tools in their bid to resist violence against them, inhumane practices
perpetrated by their male counterparts under the guise of culture, social, religious or political
acceptance, the subaltern and how these acts cumulatively amount to insidious trauma.
There are various tools for resistance as employed by the women; however, this research
considers the framework of postcolonial feminism, focusing on the dimension charted by
contemporary postcolonial feminist scholars. The research is built upon the action of the

protagonist characters in the two selected texts by Hashimi.

Postcolonial feminism, on the other hand, is an essential instrument to achieve justice
for women. The primary argument is that women from the third world or postcolonial
countries have peculiar experiences that cannot be detailed in western feminism literature.
Mohanty (336) insisted that Western feminism's homogenizing tendencies remain a target of
postcolonial feminist criticism. Postcolonial feminism sheds light on the universality of

women's concerns.
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The postcolonial feminist aims to improve the lives of women of postcolonial origins by
examining their uniqueness and providing them with context-based tools for resistance.
Rather than despise differences, the theorists envision a future where they are celebrated and
encouraged to flourish, free from the hierarchical institutions of class. They believe that
postcolonial feminists advocate for the subordination of women's rights to social, cultural or
economic structures across the globe. They want the world to be liberated. “The indigenization
of both form and substance is encouraged by postcolonial feminism”, a postcolonial effort that

isn't limited to a postcolonial perspective on the past (Mohanty 339).

Nadia Hashimi, an Afghan American author, has been the subject of several academic
investigations on the treatment of women in several of her works. Studies about her works
explore women's struggle against patriarchal societies, adopting the concept of radical
feminism. For example, Anwesa, in an essay entitled "At the Crossroads of Central Asia":
Analyzing the Varied Aspects of Afghan Society and Its Representation in Khaled
Hosseini's The Kite Runner and Nadia Hashimi's "When The Moon Is Low ", studied the
issues of the patriarchal system in Afghanistan within the era of modern ages. Anwesa
analyzed different directions of the Afghan community mainly from the perspective of literary

representations.

However, the research will strive to investigate novels from another perspective. It will
analyze the novels through the lens of postcolonial feminism focusing on hegemonic
masculinity as it is displayed in the chosen novels hardly studied previously. Thus, the
research will argue masculinity traits that are discussed as destructive to the Afghan society
as a whole. There are so many hegemonic masculinity traits in society; However, the analysis
will be limited to those which are mostly found in the selected texts. Marginalization and
subordination, silence and violence will be discussed according The Pearl that Broke Its Shell

and A House without Windows.
Marginalization and Subordination

In literature, attempts have been made to state the exact meaning of the concept of
marginalization and subordination, the extent to which the practice amount of traumatic
situation occurs. Both terms refer to the features of hegemonic masculinity which is entrusted
in society. Both means an impression rooted from men’s view to women that makes men feel
as having inferiority to women. The inequality between men and women in society due to
certain beliefs results in an injustice system. Sons are usually seen as symbols of pride and
blessings to families whereas women are looked at as burden to parents. In the selected texts
of the study several times the preference of men over women is repeated. For instance, the
following quotation which is taken from The Pearl that Broke Its Shell, conveys the idea: “If I
had a son this would not happening! Goddamn it! Why do we have a house full of girls! Not
one, not two-but five of them, he would yell. Madar-jan would busy herself with housework,
feeling the weight of disappointment on her shoulders” (Hashimi 5). The lines are delivered by
Rahima’s father when he express his disappointment for having no son. Traditionally, in a

patriarchal society, especially, having no son in a family is a sign of shame because, as they
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believe, the son carries out the name of his father and the father feels honorable. On the other
side, the daughter represents dishonor to her father. This hegemony means immortalization

of masculinity in the society of Afghanistan and some other countries of the third world.

Learning in a patriarchal society is given to men so as to find jobs for the future. Women,
on the contrary, are deprived of the opportunity to learn or marry. They are marginalized,
subordinated and forced to marry out of their choice because they are dependent to men to
earn their lives. Therefore, when a woman comes to her husband’s house, she is in a
subordinate position. One factor that makes the parents force daughters to marry is poverty.
Families are not able to earn the lives of all members. In most of Hashimi’s works, characters
are presented as descended from poor families of a low economic level. Another traditional
belief due to force women to marry from a very young age, is that the view of society of being
not married. The father expresses his worry about society when his daughter grew older,
saying: “All of a sudden he got quiet then he started pacing the foor, saying his house was full
of young women and that wasn’t right. Don’t you know what people say? They say it’s not
right to keep a daughter in your home (Hasimi 105). Fathers think of themselves that they
control oppression on their daughters. The decision making is only from the side of men

excluding the opinion of women.

In A House without Windows, the protagonist, Zeba, is portrayed as she is obliged to
marry at the age of thirteen and she couldn’t refuse though the husband is as old as her
father. The father thinks that the husband will financially help the family which is
economically weak. Hashimi has emphasized the idea that men are usually of a high hierarchy
in society and not obeying the opinion of women even in marriage saying that “men could do
what they want with women. There would be no stopping what Padar had set in motion” (123).
Although marriage proposals have been refused by daughters for certain reasons, there is no
change of ideas for fathers. Consequently, families think that boys have a brighter future than
girls, they support boys rather than girls, and privilege is given to boys compared to girls. The
following quotation illustrates inequality in gender: “I've got a lot more sense than you,
engineer-sahib. A low blow. He had a shop now where he fixed old electronics, and though he
was pretty good at what he did, he was still bitter about not making it as an engineer, a highly
regarded title for Afghans (11). We can understand that man cannot feel that he is a real man
and he cannot meet society expectations unless he impose his opinion on a woman. So

discrimination against women is vivid.

The subjective narration that is employed by Hashimi is to tell the truth that women
have subjectivity of thoughts rather than objectivity of actions. ‘They are incapable to act’.
The idea is suggested through the incidents that happened throughout the life of the
characters like Zeba. The reaction to these incidents of the past is their live in the present.
They feel that doing some crimes gives them freedom and better lives. Hashimi portrays
characters as they are in reality. She gives them qualities as they live in their families. For
instance, Zeba is pictured as a woman with a strong will after she was subjected to the
circumstances of her family; she prefers to be in Chil Mahtab. On the other hand, Gulnaaz, a

mother of four children, soon felt the difference between her life before and after her husband’s
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death and she never agreed to remarry. Also, the same as with other characters like Latifa, a
woman who was descended from a very poor family ran away with her sister to save
themselves. Hashimi drew her women characters as they lack authority over their lives.
Subjective narration is also a method used by Hashimi to explore the state of women. It

expresses what is inside women and what mood the woman feels.

Subaltern is also another concept that is significant in this study. The word 'subaltern'
has been used as a cliché to mean the voicelessness and subjugation of women. Again, there
is a western perspective to the analysis of subalterns; however, in this study, the dimension
to the study of subalterns pursued by Gayatri Spivak is considered relevant. According to
Spivak (197), the issue of subjugation and voicelessness of women must be subjective in the
popular discourse, focusing on the context and location of the women rather than creating a
homogeneous umbrella that covers all. This narrative is relatively in line with the position of

the scholars of postcolonial feminism, such as Mohanty.

Subalterns, particularly women, have historically been robbed and deprived of their
rights by cultures worldwide. Give excluded communities a voice in debate and legislation to
remove this cruelty from society. Spivak's views sought to counteract the effects of
colonialism. In her critical ideas, she focuses on the marginalization of individuals,
particularly women, in society. She asserts that colonial power systems continue to impact
the lives of people today. "The socio-economic and political systems created under colonialism
control have always shaped postcolonial country life," writes Morton in Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak (2003). Sociopolitical inequities experienced by colonized countries during colonialism

have focused on many anti-colonial theorists.
Silence and Violence

A technique used by Hashimi to justify the imprisoned women’s condition throughout
their life. In Chil Mahtab, a prison. Women usually choose to be silent when they are
questioned. The silence can be analyzed as follows: Either a way to escape reality because of
a horrific experience according to Kristeva’s concept of abjection or it becomes a habit or mode
because of the situation they live which is full of rape, trauma, and cruelty. Moreover, women
in Afghanistan are not been heard by judicial system and they are accused of crimes even if
they did not do because they are women. Therefore, they willingly prefer not to speak. Out of
these factors, Hashimi’s characters are portrayed as being shunned. This matter of behavior
corresponds the title of the novel, A House without Windows which is represented by a brain

with windowless; speech cannot go out. It is a locked mind.

In her book, Women in Afghanistan, Tooba Rasheed, explained the idea of silence of the
imprisoned women saying: “Their stories and secrets are the core elements of their self. By
choosing to be silent, they choose to control their story. Letting their agony known to the
world makes them weak and helpless. But choosing to be quiet strengthen them” (Rasheed
133). As a matter of fact, Afghan women in prison feel that they have the ability to control

themselves on their life situations.
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Gayatri Spivak interpreted one of the concepts of feminism, subaltern, as losing the
ability to speak. In other words, cannot speak. Afghan women try to change their way of living,
in Chil Mahtab, particularly, they feel as if they travel to another place outside their homes
even if they commit crimes. Therefore, they manage to express their mood by keeping
themselves silent. The global view of the westerns that Afghan women are nothing but
stereotypes. They are subjected to men, obey men, and act what men want not what they

want.

It is socially believed that men follow the belief that says to prove manhood is to be rude
or violent. Thus, men who live in a violent cultural surrounding, they definitely become violent
and act violently against women. They do not want to be seen as weak in society. As a result,

men choose to be aggressive (Maghfiroh 117).

In The Pearl That Broke Its Shell, Hashimi presents the notion of aggression and violence
through the behavior of Rahima’s father which makes his daughter repeat what he says: “All
we manage to do was embarrass my father. My mother sobbed, her hands in powerless fists.
Khala Shaima shook her head ... all of this was wrong, a sin. She didn’t stop until my father
slapped her across the face. My father had redeemed himself in their eyes” (Hashimi 152).
Men are obliges to show violence, they are ruined by patriarchal masculinity in society. This

may destruct men, women, and society.

Violence is to some extent, connected to masculinity according to the beliefs of the Third
World countries whose people respect men power against women. Heidi Herman describes
masculinity as "a system of social ties between males...which, however hierarchical, build or
foster interdependence and solidarity among men that enable them to rule women" ( Hashimi
7). Being masculine is to be a strong real man. Encouraging Rahima to be married at an early
age is another form of violence to make her subject to her husband. As Sylvia Walby notes in
Theorizing Patriarchy, "a system of social structure and activities where males rule, oppress,
or exploit women" is defined as "Patriarchy" (20). More specifically, Walby categorizes
patriarchy into six structures: patriarchal production method, patriarchal relationships in a
paid job, state, sexuality, and culture. In a patriarchal or male-dominated society, it is now

feasible to define specific sets of patriarchal behaviors in connection to each institution (20).

Similarly, patriarchal production deals with women's housework and labor in the same
manner. Women may receive maintenance in return for their work because they are not legally
bound to waged employment. Women produce class while men take it away from them.
Patriarchy also has a second structure at the economic level that illustrates the patriarchal
relationship inside paid jobs. Men display their disdain for females by giving them lower-
paying or lower-skilled jobs. In the same way that the state is male-dominated, capitalist, and
racist, as is the third one linked to it. The state's laws against women reflect a partisan leaning

for patriarchal privileges.

Violence in Afghanistan especially, in its wide range is extended to involve physical
forms. Men practice this type which is a part of the violence that involves body contacts and

physical harms for a number of reasons, among them, is to prove the strength and men
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domination, and the disability to resist on the side of women (Annisa 54). In most of Hashimi’s
works, the violence of the body is practiced against women, particularly, the protagonists like
Rahima and Zeba. The following quotation shows Rahima’s husband action, showing his
viciously violates her: “In a flash ... grabbed my hair and pulled my head off the ground. My
head slipped forward. I tried to pull away, begged him to stop, but he was barely there. He
had taken a knife to my hair. The blade was dull and he had to chop at my hair again and
again, holding it taut by the ends” (Hashimi 409). Wives in these countries are battering ram
to the husbands because they suffer from violence in all its shapes. It is really horrible when
men live to show power and authority. physical violence generally results in psychological

violence against women who endure.

Psychological violence includes “menacing, threatening, isolating from friends and
family and any action that results in psychological distress” (Annisa 56). The violence which
is the most insidious. Rahima is portrayed as practicing psychological violence besides some
other forms of violence. The quotation below emphasizes the action against her: “During the
day, I watched the compound’s walls, hoping for a glimpse of my sister. I couldn’t bear what
people think of what her days were like. I hope she didn’t have to do all the things I had to
do. If the people around here were anything like the people around me, she was sure to be
punished. ( Annisa 178). The quotation illustrates the idea that Rahima suffers from another

form of violence which is isolation.

Rahima is thinking of her sister whether she is well or not, she is alive or not. She
couldn’t meet her because her husband deprived her from going outside as a matter of
authority and hegemonic masculinity. Rahima said “I felt like I was being buried in a hole,
deeper and deeper every day until I could hardly see daylight” (Hashimi 325). As a result,

violence creates negative spots in the life of the victimized women.

Verbal aggression is another form of violence largely found in the selected texts written
by Nadia Hashimi which are the case study. For example, Rahima’s husband often mocks,
deceits, insults, and threats her and that is hard for Rahima to carry out his ridicule or
insults. “Hard to believe you could be even worse as a mother than you are as a wife! My son
deserved better! He would be alive if he’d had a mother better than you” (Hashimi 408). It is
a kind of humiliation which belongs to psychological violence. Zeba in the second novel
endures of the same condition. She couldn’t continue with her husband and preffered to
complete her life at prison rather than living at her home. The female characters in the
selected texts are stereotypes, static, can do nothing, they cannot resist because they are
threatened of divorce and when a woman is divorced in such countries, she will not return

and society calls her adious.
Gender-Based Oppression

Relying upon gender-based oppression, the research argues the opinion proposed
mainly by Iris Marion Young, an American feminist and political activist. In her book, Justice
and Politics of Difference (1990), Young has displayed five forms of oppression beginning with

exploitation, cultural domination, powerlessness, marginalization, and violence. On the other
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hand, Hashimi presented her protagonists as suffering from all forms of oppression
throughout their life time. All women characters like Rahima, Zeba, and Shekiba are displayed
as victims to their state; they are disfigured by an event in childhood. They lost their children

in wars and worked as servants.

As a lady, Shekiba could not inherited her family; her father’s land was for her brothers
only that she was a victim of male domination society and exploitation. Rahima, on the other
side, was marginalized by her family since her birthday for not being a son. So she suffered
from male domination also. Moreover, she was married when she was very young; therefore,
she endured abuse violence after her marriage. She had no other way to live that she should
accept reality. Young explained her fearful of violence crimes saying that: “What makes
violence as a face of oppression is less the particular acts themselves, though these are often
utterly horrible, than the social contexts surrounding them, what makes violence a
phenomenon of social injustice, and not merely an individual moral wrong, is its systemic

character, its existence as a social practice” (Hashimi 61).

Violence is a normal practice to women in Afghanistan after colonial hegemony. The
policy of doing so is to eliminate Islam and morals that this normalization affects all characters
in the selected novels, not only Rahima and Shakuba but involves Rahima’s mother and her
three sisters, Zeba’s daughters and aunts. Furthermore, abuse crimes are spread to involve
women who are members in the parliament that women were forced to be dolls of men like

Abdullah and Zamurud.
Insidious trauma

Colonialism has affect social structures and ultimately shaped people's lives. Systemic
racism, sexism, homophobia, and poverty are all forms of insidious trauma that
disproportionately impact women. According to Root, a woman's essential identity has been
undervalued because it differs from others in power value; this causes "insidious pain,".
Degrading or dehumanizing a person or group based on their gender, social class, race, or
sexual orientation is "insidious' in nature because it occurs "cumulatively," that is,
throughout an individual's lifetime, often even beginning at a young age. Furthermore, micro
and macro-aggression acts may be repeated so that power and control relationships are

developed and maintained (75).

Insidious trauma, to a wide range influenced an individual's emotions and psychic nature of
himself, including the ability to trust and regulate surroundings. Having a healthy sense of
self-worth to function as independent individuals, it may be severely affected because of the
ongoing nature of these negative experiences. This suffering is exacerbated by the fact that
the severe effects of these experiences of continuous violation based on gender and class have
been ignored or underplayed for a long time. A person's perception of their traumatic events

is often shaped by their social and cultural surroundings, according to Spivak’s theory. ( 133)

Adopting a feminist approach to trauma is vital in this aspect since doing so recognizes
the existence of sexism, homophobia, and other forms of discrimination that hurt people and

communities as well. A feminist approach on trauma helps to discover awful experiences that
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transcend every day and developmental contexts" by taking seriously the "individual's
subjective experience of an incident or set of events." Root claimed that "everyone has a
breaking point" while dealing with trauma. As a result, a feminist view of trauma considers
the role that the social context plays in aggravating the suffering of its victims, such as when
perpetrators of interpersonal violence are blamed, or their experiences are questioned. Lastly,
the function of the embodied self is considered in a feminist perspective of trauma, which
recognizes the importance of the "wounds of trauma," which Root claims "may actually be the

toughest wound to cure (Root 138 )."

Postcolonial feminism and trauma studies help in studying nation's literature to get
insight into a foreign culture. There is a pressing need to erase the unfavorable perception of
women in Afghanistan that Western media outlets are spreading. The media portrays
Afghanistan as a war-torn nation led by Islamist fanatics. Still, the country has a proud and

noble history that merits more attention than the current state.

The selected novels by the American Afghan writer are much more about
marginalization, violence and feminism. They provide an insight into the probable causes and
solutions to a behavioral problem. In recent years, authors and critics have interrelated the
study of feminism to literature which lets a knowledge of psychological trauma and gives the
author opportunities on how the human mind absorbs and what strategies the victim adopts

to recover.

Nadia Hashmi's works, in particular, have the potential to teach us about the
marginalization of female characters. They also provide an idea of their determined rejection
to submit to it. The novelty of the research comes from its theoretical and conceptual
framework and the choice of author and theory. Moreover, the adoption of the models of
postcolonial feminism provides a paradigm shift from the conventional homogeneity in the
appreciation of oppression of women and the voicelessness cum subjugation in the Third

World Countries, devoid of perspectives from the western literature.
Conclusion

By analyzing The Pearl that Broke Its shell and A House without Windows, novels written
by the Afghan author, Nadia Hashimi. The research traces the hegemony exists in classical
notion of masculinity that is originated in marginalization and subordination from one side
and silence and violence from another side. Hegemonic masculinity is a form of authority in
the Third World countries which causes damage to individuals and society as well. Men who
were brought up in an environment of violence, they will definitely become rude and violent.
There are several reasons to be violent; the most common of them is to prove manhood. Thus,
males choose to show aggressive behavior and act violently to avoid shameful lives. As a result,
hegemonic masculinity represent a thick wall between women and society which causes harm

to men and community at last.
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Abstract:

The status of women's rights in Irag has undergone significant changes over the years, shaped by shifting
political conditions, social transformations, and the evolution of the legal framework. Iraq legislation-particular
the personal status law and recent constitutional provisions-has expanded the scope of women's civil, social,
and economic rights. However, the practice implementation of these rights continues to face obstacles related
to social traditions, limited legal awareness, and inconsistent enforcement across different regions. The Iraq
experience shows that legal development often progresses faster than on-ground practice, creating a clear gap
between written laws and what women actually obtain. The study concludes that strengthening women's rights

requires more effective oversight mechanisms, supportive publicizes, and a broader culture of legal awareness
it ensure fair and consistent application of the law.

Key words: Women's Rights, Practical Application, Gap, Iraqi Legislation .
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